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Border Situation – Scientific Revolution – Artistic Crises:  

Creativity and Identity in a Process-dynamic Approach 

 

Summary 

(Keynote lecture, 4th Expert Meeting, 26th May 2017, University Heidelberg, “Religious and Exceptional 

Experiences”) 

 

“The border is the real place of experience and encounter”1. This idea acts as an initial impetus 

to philosophical reflection and the conceptualisation of the following process-dynamic 

approach as a survival strategy, starting in psychotherapy and clinical psychiatry and 

culminating in new narratives as a practical philosophy2. The designated precritical starting 

positions challenge one to experience and “appropriate”3 crisis and border situations, in order 

to attain, post-critically, life-serving, i.e. survival-aiding communication, a common formation 

of meaning and symbol in dialogue and an encounter with oneself: New values and a new form 

as an artwork or as an answer of a scientific problem emerge4. The knowledge about the 

structure of scientific revolutions5 and the course they run should be used in order to reach an 

early knowledge of tendencies and threats. This knowledge must be placed in a historical and 

social context, which at a time creates a link between the border and the human condition. 

 

A revolutionary event takes place in a border situation. “What a person really is and can become 

is ultimately rooted in the experience, appropriation and overcoming of border situations.” The 

precritically growing, emotional or dynamic pressure that increases due to unresolved problems 

forms the precondition for solving the trespassing on borders (“dynamic derailment”)6: The 

dynamic derailment that takes place when trespassing on borders is not, however, confined to 

a pathological event, but rather embraces the “splendid” surpluses7, to quote Rilke, from which 

all art and culture stems. The dynamic surpluses form – individually – the preconditions of 

struggle and decision, thus of conflict in a border situation. Collectively, they form the 

preconditions of revolution. (“In this struggle, persons must actively achieve an individual and 

social identity which they only become aware of by the engaging with others, by negating their 

                                                           
1 Tillich (1952) 1968.. 
2 Kick 2015. 
3 Jaspers (1913) 1965. 
4 Kandinsky 1952. 
5 Kuhn 1962. 
6 Janzarik 1959. 
7 Rilke 1923. 
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difference for themselves. People’s different possibilities are consequently not random options 

to choose between, but they are in tension, in contradiction to each other.”8) According to Karl 

Jaspers, struggle and, when the highest values are at stake, revolution, i.e. the collapse of 

previous values and their replacement by new ones, may become unavoidable. Revolution is, 

in Jaspers’ view, called to contribute in rediscovering and restoring the good.9 Every scientific 

revolution is about fighting for a paradigm shift, the approach that rearranges given facts. It is 

about the new, better order. Karl Jaspers again:10 If, however, the way is found from the 

radically evil to good will, it cannot happen through all possible reforms but must be achieved 

by a revolution of conviction, as it were through a new creation and a change of heart. Jaspers 

here refers to a phrase from Kant: That this will only succeed “through a single, immutable 

resolution”11 This immutable resolution would correspond to a Christian rebirth, according to 

Karl Jaspers.12 According to Max Scheler,13 Albert Camus14 brings out the contrast between 

passive resentment and the related “auto-intoxication”, contrasting this with the revolt and 

revolution that invests their energy in the external struggle for the integrity of an important part 

of the person. In revolt and in revolution the individual and the collective have a sense that they 

move from isolation to selfhood, to the common value (“I revolt, therefore I am”). Nietzsche 

points out that illness as revolution takes on a “will to power” (“Illness itself can be a stimulant 

to life, only that you need to be healthy enough for this stimulus.”15 (Novalis says: “Our 

illnesses are phenomena of a heightened intensity of feeling that seeks to move into higher 

strengths.” Illnesses are thus signals of a body or a society that has fallen out of balance. 

Overlooking the signals will culminate in dynamic pressure, which is the precondition for 

border crossing and revolution with all the threats and opportunities they bring.) 

 

A society that is uncertain of its values can no longer cope with the ethical and epistemological 

dilemmas. The central theme here is the existential border experience and the revelation of the 

conditio humana which is related to it. Modernism wavers between one-sided subjectivism, 

embodying the risk of descent into a bottomless abyss, and a desperate adherence to a 

meaningless objectivism – taking the form of materialism and clothed as reasonable-sounding, 

                                                           
8 Bielefeldt 1994: p. 114. 
9 Jaspers 1993: pp. 64-65. 
10 Jaspers 1993: p. 65. 
11 Kant 1793: Begriff des radikal Bösen. In: Religion innerhalb der Grenzen der bloßen Vernunft 
12 Jaspers 1993: p. 65 
13 Quoted in Scheler, Max: Grammatik der Gefühle. München, 2000: p. 104. 
14 Camus 1951. 
15 Nietzsche 1966: p. 725. 
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economic rationale – or even the search for security in totalitarian ideologies and idealistically 

inclined fundamentalisms. This is contrasted with a realistic alternative which helps to see in a 

new context those elusive fragments of tradition which appear to be important and worth 

preserving, to re-interpret them and recognise them as ciphers pointing beyond themselves, thus 

enabling new forms and symbols in the interests of liveable community-building. The work of 

art as a survival cipher is understood to be a result of post-critical creativity that recognises the 

border situation and integrates it into the challenge of artistic expression: This revolutionary 

caesura will be shown as a step forward to a new synthesis in the development of science, 

(psychiatry and psychotherapy) and art and identity, a step forward towards a more stable 

political constellation and by this a step forward towards peace, freedom and survival of 

humankind. 
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